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life, his labours, his career, and the good fortune which has
always accompanied his enterprises, to the constant influence
and secret counsels of his mother.

Dr. Y------, a professed materialist, one who, according to

the popular phrase, "believes in nothing, believes, nevertheless,

in his mother. Like Count B------, he lost her early, and

has never ceased to feel her presence. He told us that he is
more frequently with his dead mother, than he used to be
when she was living. This professed apostle of medical
materialism has, without being aware of it, conversations with
an emancipated soul.

A celebrated journalist, M. E------, lost a son, twenty

years of age, a charming, gentle youth, a writer, and a poet.

Every day M. R------has an intimate conversation with this

son. A quarter of an hour of solitary recollection admits him
to direct communication with the beloved being snatched
away from his love.

M. L------, a barrister, maintains constant relations with a

sister who, when living, possessed, according to him, every
human perfection, and who never fails to guide her brother
in every difficulty of his life, great or small.

Another consideration suggests itself in support of the idea
which occupies us at present. It has been remarked that
artists, writers, and thinkers, after the loss of one beloved, have
found their faculties, talents, and inspirations increased. "We
might surmise that the intellectual faculties of those whom they
have loved have been added to their own. I know a financier
who. is remarkable for his business capacities. When he finds